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MINIS INO  SAYS  -- 
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I  recently  read  the  following  sentence  Vvhich  made  a  deep  impres¬ 
sion  upon  me : 

\  \\  s'  *.  v  7 

'  I  /  ^  "Lightning  rods  are  useful  _ ^ 

^"1.  ~  ^  —  but  not  unless  they  are  /A 

"  well  grounded." 
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A  caustic  comment  accompanied  this  quotation,  which  we  might  all 
well  think  over:  "Better  look  your  lightning  rods  over.  This  is 
lightning  season,"/  *  ^ 
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All  my  life  I  have  tried  to  ke"ep  my  mind  on  roots  instead  of  fruits, 
4 ,  ^believing  if  our  roots  go  deep  enough  there  will  be  no  question 
4-9- about  fruits.  v"  •* 
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We  Founders  may  be  good-looking,  fruit-bearing  trees.  But  we  know 
there  will  be  no  fruits  unless  our  roots  go  way  down  into  the  ground. • 
Certainly  our  trees  are  like  lightning  rods  —  only  useful  when  they 
are  well  grounded, 

|!l' ,  !'<l 

And  what  grounding  could  be  deeper  and  stronger  than  our  four-fold 
basis  of  living  —  a  sound  body,  an  alert  mind,  a  happy  personality  - 
and  a  character  which  no  bolt  of  lightning  can  crash. 


STAND  TALL 
THINK  TALL 
SMILE  TALL 
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LIVE  TALL  i  i  i 


MINIS INO 


TO  THE  1937  CAMPERS 


This  has  indeed  been  a  truly  great  summer  for  the  Founder  camps.  Many  old  and  ex¬ 
perienced  leaders  have  declared  that  the  1937  camps  will  go  down  in  the  records 
as  be'ng  among  the  very  best  in  the  history  of  the  Founder  Fellowship. 

Letters  of  appreciation,  from  campers  and  leaders,  have  been  pouring  into  the 
Founder  office  in  St.  Louis.  The  following  excerpt  from  a  letter  received  today 
is  typical:  "What  I  am  trying  to  tell  you  is  this  -  experiences  at  Camp  Mini- 
wanca  are  enriching  the  lives  of  your  campers  and  I  am  grateful  to  be  one  of  them. 
Camp  has  deepened  our  desire  for  the  beautiful  and  true  and  has  awakened  in  us 
not  only  a  sense  of  our  weak  spots  and  lacks,  but  also  given  us  the  desire  and 
furnished  us  with  the  tools  with  which  to  rub  off  our  rough  edges  and  live  a  well- 
balanced  life.  If  ever  I  can  help  in  any  way,  I  hope  you  will  call  upon  mo.  I 
assure  you  that  if  ever  tho  day  comes  that  Miniwanca  can  use  whatever  I  have 
learned  or  have  become,  I  shall  consider  it  the  rarest  privilege." 

This  is  typical  of  the  attitude  of  all  serious  minded  Founders  -  campers  or  lead¬ 
ers.  Tho  Founder  Camps  arc  different.  The  days  of  conditioning,  self-finding, 
honest  facing  of  one’s  own  self,  testing  of  capacity  and  purposeful  planning, 
spent  at  Merrowvista  or  Miniwanca,  wore  a  revelation  to  all  thoughtful  campors, 
who  before  coming  to  camp,  little  dreamed  that  so  much  was  in  store  for  them. 

And  now  -  what?  Was  it  just  a  pleasant  two  weeks  of  camping  or  was  it  really  a 
now  milestone  in  your  life?  Are  you  going  to  "step  back"  or  "step  up"?  I  sin¬ 
cerely  hope  is  tho  latter.  Now  that  you  have  glimpsed  your  best  self,  begin  to 
enjoy  your  new  found  possession. 

I  want  to  dare  to  persuade  you  to  give  your  best  self  a  fair  trial.  Whatever  you 
do,  don’t  starve  yourself.  A  "best  self"  to  bo  maintained,  must  be  fed  and  nur¬ 
tured.  Give  yourself  the  best  -  of  friends,  of  reading,  of  study,  of  work,  of 
exercise,  of  play,  of  religion,  of  service;  and  so  you  will  grow  "in  wisdom  and 
in  stature  and  in  favor  with  God  and  man." 

—  Life  will  be  good,  if  you  live  it  according  to  this  plan.  Can  wo  be  of  ser¬ 
vice  to  you,  in  any  way? 

Sincerely  yours. 


WADJEPI 


ANOTHER  FOUNDER  CAMPING  YEAR 
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has  come  to  a  close  -  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  history  of  the  Founder 
organisation.  The  camps  have  shown  consistent  gain  in  enrollment  in  all  units  at 
Miniwanca,  Applications  were  refused  in  all  camps  after  enrollment  limits  had 
been  reached.  At  Merrowvista  the  Girls’  Camp  registered  a  slight  gain  in  enroll¬ 
ment  over  last  year,  while  the  Boys’  Camp  showed  a  gain  in  enrollment  of  more 
than  fifty  percent  over  the  1S36  camp. 

FOLLOWING  IS  A  RECORD  OF  THE  GROSS  ENROLLMENT  OF  ALL  CaMPING  UNITS 


Campers 

Loaders 

Miniwanca  Younger  Girls 

180 

36 

tt 

Younger  Boys 

119 

26 

rt 

Older  Girls 

287 

50 

ti 

Older  Boys 

257 

36 

Merrowvista  Older  Boys 

45 

12 

1! 

Older  Girls 

66 

21 

t» 

Younger  Girls 

14 

j6 

Total 

enrollment . . 

187 

Gross 

enrollment  all  units  , 

THE  YOUNGER  GIRLS  ’ 

CAMP  AT  MERROWVISTA 

1155 


was  a  big  success.  Associate  Director  Mario  E.  Shaver,  "Horace,”  is  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated  on  the  fine  success  of  the  first  year  of  this  now  addition  to  the 
Founder  system  of  camps.  While  the  camp  was  small  in  numbers,  it  is  of  interest 
to  note  that  every  camper  stayed  for  the  full  four-week  torn.  Financially  this 
unit  at  Merrowvista  paid  all  its  obligations  and  came  through  with  a  slight  margin 
which  can  be  applied  toward  the  promotion  of  the  1938  Younger  Girls’  Camp#  Else¬ 
where  in  this  copy  of  the  Founder  Fire  will  be  found  a  more  detailed  statement  of 
the  Morrowvista  Younger  Girls’  Camp. 

THE  SENIOR  CAMPS  AT  MSRROWISTA 

were  of  very  fine  quality.  The  spirit  of  the  campers  was  magnificent  and  the 
camp  was  in  the  hands  of  a  very  fine  faculty  and  group  loader ship  staff.  Herbert 
C.  Mayer,  "Kicica, ”  Morrowvista  Camp  Director,  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  fine 
quality  of  the  1937  Morrowvista  Senior  Camps, 


The  interchange  of  faculty  members  at  Morrowvista  and  Miniwanca  was  one  of  tho 
haopy  features  of  this  summer’s  camps.  Kodaya,  Dad,  Horace  and  Wadjepi  from  tho 
Founder  staff  were  in  attendance  at  Merrowvista,  and  Jennie  Doidge,  Dr,  Agnes 
Gowdey  and  Louise  Toren  of  the  Miniwanca  leadership  staffs  also  were  present  at 
the  various  sessions  of  the  Merrowvista  camps.  All  Founder  Directors  were  present 
in  the  Junior  and  Senior  camps  at  Miniwanca,  In  addition,  Merrowvista  leader 
Elizabeth  "Capt.”  Adams,  and  1937  Merrowvista  graduate  Betty  Grigg,  served  on  the 
leadership  staff  of  Older  Girls’  Camp  at  Miniwanca.  "Dutch”  Schaefer  and  "Skipper” 
Kelley,  both  former  Merrowvista  leaders,  were  leaders  in  the  Miniwanca  Younger  and 
Older  Girls’  Camps,  Millie  Vanderhoof  and  Beth  Bourne  paid,  a  "flash”  visit  to 
Miniwanca ’s  Older  Boys’  Campjwere  unanimously  invited  by  the  more  than  300  campers 
and  leaders  to  "come  and  see  us  again”  in  1938, 
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INTRODUCING  -  OUR  NEW  POUNDER  GRADUATES 


Yfe  are  happy  to  welcome  into  the  ranks  of  the  Founder  graduate  fellowship  a  fine 
crowd  of  thirty-nine  1937  graduates.  Here  they  are: 


Merrowvista  Vireos 


Merrowvista  Kin j is 
Miniwanca  Sea  Gulls 


Miniwanca  7m  go  das 


Elizabeth  Clepper 
Geraldine  P.  Egener 
Elizabeth  Grigg 
Elizabeth  Nebling 

Jack  Cast on 

Helen  Bartholomew 
Betty  Bergman 
Isabelle  Cox 
Lois  Doyton 
Alice  Ewing 
Fern  Hardonbrook 
Delores  Harstoad 
Helen  Helrigel 
I Margaret  Huff 
Carroll  Huffstot 

Howard  Angcrmoyor 
Robert  Balskcy 
James  Boll 

Win..  Barnett  Blakemorc 
Wm.  J.  Harris,  Jr. 


Jeannette  Robbins 
Mildred  Rose 
Dorothy  G.  Stryker 
Margaret  Jane  Wire 


Dorothy  E#  Lane 
Laura  Mario  Lett orman 
Martha  Moorhead 
Mary  Morningstar 
Margaret  B.  Nebbcrgall 
Catherine  Pock 
Lorraine  Prossler 
Frances  Stansell 
Alice  Thompson 
Eloanore  P.  Toutant 

James  Kellond 
David  Orwig 
William  Ovcrholt 
Mordant  Peck 
Paul  Stacker 


The  Mentors  to  bring  those  classes  so  successfully  through  their  four  years  of 
Founder  camping  were,  respectively: 


Vireos 
Kin j is 
Sea  Gulls- 
Angedas 


Ella  May  Collins 
Herbert  Schulze 
Minnie  Maude  Macaulay 
H.  A.  Sanderson 


Following  a  custom  of  long  standing,  those  graduates  are  invited  to  serve  on  the 
Leadership  Staff  of  next  summer’s  camps.  *  *  *  *  Graduates  arc  requested  to 
make  prompt  reservations  for  1938. 

5j<  jjc  jjc  * 


Loaders1  Institute  Graduates  wore  as  follows: 


Miniwanca:  Betty  Sheldon  Boan 

Elizabeth  Lanigan 
Ruth  Palmer 
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THE  MERROWVISTA  YOUNGER  GIRLS *  CAMP 


MOST  RECENT  ARRIVAL  in  the  Founder  family,  had  a  fine  summer*  Fourteen  girls 
pioneered  in  this  new  unit,  and  a  fine  lot  of  new  Founders  they  are,  indeed* 

Three  of  them,  -  Patricia  Marker,  Irene  and  Marjorie  Grahn,  are  daughters  of 
Founder  campers.  Thalia  Y/eston,  sister  of  Eleanor  and  Elizabeth,  and  Elsboth 
Herold,  sister  of  Mildred,  upheld  Founder  traditions  by  their  excellent  camper- 
ship,  Elsboth  receiving  Honorable  Mention  for  her  good  record  and  Thalia  being 
named  "Honor  Camper."  Other  fine  campers  in  the  group  wore  Nancy  Perry,  niece  of 
Mrs*  Blair,  well-known  Qldo)r  Girl  loader  at  Merrowvista,  and  Virginia  Webb  of 
Huntington,  W*  Va.,  cousin  of  Kathleen  and  Rex  Thornburgh*  Frances  Burger  of  New 
Jersey,  who  camped  at  Uiniwanca  in  1936,  decided  to  try  Merrowvista  and  liked  the 
new  camp  so  well  that  she  wants  very  much  to  be  back  at  Merrowvista  in  1933. 

BUDDY  HOWARD  WOLTMAN  served  as  Director 

of  the  camp  and  was  assisted  by  Louise  Toren,  Miniwanca  Younger  Girl  leader. 

Mrs*  Edmund  Blair  had  charge  of  Nature  Study  and  assisted  in  Craft  Work  and 
Dramatics.  The  director  of  Music  and  co-director  of  Dramatics  was  Kathleen  Thorn¬ 
burgh.  Esther  Wright  Thornburgh  was  director  of  Aquatics  and  in  charge  of  Craft 
Vfork  and  Archery*  It  was  a  particular  pleasure  to  have  as  the  camp  doctor  a  Mini- 
wa  Older  Girl  graduate,  nowr  Dr*  Agnes  Gowdey  of  Philadelphia*  Miss  Marie  E. 
Shaver  "Horace"  -  Foundation  Associate  Director,  was  present  for  a  part  of-  the 
camp.  "Gus"  Woltman  was  the  able  Business  Manager,  assisted  by  Rex  Thornburgh* 

TO  ADD  TO  THE  FUN  OF  THE  CAMP 

the  girls  and  leaders  took  a  number  of  trips  to  nearby  points  of  interest  includ¬ 
ing  Lost  River  and  the  Flume  and  the  Old  Man  of  the  Mountain,  and  a  boat  ride 
around  Lake  Winnipesaukee,  Among  other  delightful  events  of  the  camp  were  the 
dedication  of  a  new  Younger  Girl  Council  Circle,  and  the  presentation  of  "Robin 
Hood"  -  directed  by  Mrs.  Blair  and  Kay  Thornburgh.  y 

Many  of  the  1937  campers  are  definitely  and 
eagerly  looking  forward  to  another  fine  month 
at  Merrowvista  in  1938.  Founders  who  know  of 
prospects  for  this  new  unit  are  urged  to  send 
names  of  their  prospects  and  names  and 
addresses  of  the  girls*  parents  to  Horace^ 
in  order  that  sho  may  keep  them  informed  7... 
as  to  plans  for  the  1938  camp*  '”2- 


_ Jdl 
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IN  THE  MII-mmCA  YOUNGER  GIRLS  *  CAMP 

•  ■  » 

this  summer  a  real  step  in  advance  was  the  division  of  the  camp  into  three  sec¬ 
tions:  Pipers,  ages  11  and  12;  Juniors,  13  and  14;  and  Pre-Soniors,  15  and  16* 

The  program  of  the  camp  was  adapted  to  the  various  age  groupings,  and  in  all  it 
was  a  most  successful  solution  of  the  problem,  of  how  to  work  effectively  with  the 
ever-increasing  number  of  younger  girls  desiring  to  come  to  the  Founder  camps. 
With  three  sections  of  the  camp  meeting  simultaneously,  it  made  it  possible  to 
take  care  of  the  record  enrollment  of  one  hundred  eighty  girls.  It  was  necessary, 
however,  to  refuse  a  number  of  last-minute  applications,  and  reservations  should 
be  made  early  for  places  in  the  1938  camp. 
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ONE  OF  THE  REAL  DELIGHTS 


of  the  Founder  Camps  is  the  exchange  of  leadership  between  Merrowvista  and  Mini¬ 
wanca.  This  summer  the  younger  girl  leadership  staff  at  Miniwanca  was  greatly 


rari  v»  -i  /•*  V>  o  <4  W-t  r  -f-  Vio  riv»r>Q<3'nr>P»  Oi  *P  flQ44io  no  nnn  r»  **  1  Qy 


sailors,  and  through  their  fine  instruction  in  sailing 
the  camp  turned  out  a  number  of  well-trained  skippers* 


-6/ presence  of  Koo  Chung  Ling  of  China  in  the  Pre-Senior  Camp  added  a  very  great 


deal  to  the  pleasure  of  both  campers  and  leaders,  and  made  the  1937  Younger  Girls’ 
Camp  at  Miniwanca  an  international  camp. 


>jc  %  >(:  sf:  >|< 


THE  YOUNGER  BOYS’  CMP 


at  Miniwanca  registered  its  seventh  consecutive  year  of  gain  over  the  previous 
year’s  registration*  One  hundred  nineteen  boys  and  twenty-six  leaders  from  eight¬ 
een  states  and  the  Canal  Zone  made  up  the  roster  of  the  1937  camp. 


NEW  EATING  LODGE 


The  Younger  Boys  had  thoir  first  experience  of  eating 
their  meals  in  their  own  camping  unit  on  Stony  Lake.  The 
new  log  Eating  L.  dge,  40  x  70  in  size,  with  a  40  x  50 
kitchen  and  a  ten-foot  screened  porch,  a-top  the  ridge 
overlooking  Stony  Lake,  proved  to  be  a  most  acceptable 


addition  to  the  Younger  Boys’  Camp.  The  Lodge  is  equipped  with 
four  6x6  Frigidaire  coolers,  rest  rooms  for  parents,  shower 


rooms,  dark  room  for  Camera  Club,  a  chef’s  room  and  a  largo  supply 
room*  Stony  Lake  is  visible  to  all  campers  as  they  sit  at  tablo* 


The  Eating  Lodge  has  a  largo  stone  fireplace*  The  log  capping  tho  mantle  has 
carved  in  it  the  motto  of  the  camp:  "My  Own  Self  At  My  Very  Best  All  Tho  Time." 


A  LOG  ADIRONDACK  SHACK 


with  ten  sleeping  bunks  was  the  special  project  of  this  year’s  Pre-Senior  boys* 

The  shack  was  built  on  top  of  a  tall  dune  overlooking  Lake  Michigan.  Tent  groups  j 
with  their  leaders  took  turns  at  camping  overnight  in  the  Adirondack  Shack*  Food  i 
ms  provided  the  groups  for  cooking  their  own  breakfast  before  returning  to  camp 
in  the  morning*  The  shaok  is  a  beauty  and  a  great  credit  to  Bob  Shank  and  his 
Pre-Senior  boys* 


CEDAR  SAND  LITTLE  THEATRE 


was  again  the  scene  of  a  number  of  interesting  plays  given  by  the  Miniwanca  Play-  i 
ers  under  the  direction  of  Barney  Blakcmoro,  head  of  the  Fine  Arts  Department  of  i 
the  Camp.  Colored  movies  were  taken  of  one  of  the  plays,  and  younger  boy  campers  | 
and  leaders  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  they  turned  out  fine.  i 


1938  —  REGISTER  NOW  FOR  1938  —  REGISTER  NOW  FOR  1938  —  REGISTER  NOW  FOR  1938 


FOUR-WAY  LODGE 


which  the  Pre-Senior  Boys  helped  to  erect  in  the  1936  camp, 
was  used  this  summer  for  the  first  time.  This  is  a  wigwam 
shaped  stockade  type  of  log  building  with  four  windows  in 
the  roof,  and  fireplace  in  the  center  of  the  building.  A 
telescopic  smokestack  and  large  hood  conveys  the  smoko  to 
the  opening  at  the  peak  of  the  building.  The  Lodge  was 
usod  as  a  headquarters  for  Pre-Senior  Boys  and  for  the  hold 
ing  of  indoor  council  fires  on  cool  and  rainy  evenings. 

THE  IvJXTS  IC  DEPARTMENT 

of  the  camp  was  developed  to  a  fine  point  this  summer  under  the  leadership  of  Gene 
Teeter.  A  real  band,  playing  real  band  music,  was  a  feature  of  this  department. 
Gone,  himself,  made  a  great  contribution  to  the  1937  camp  by  his  skilled  leader¬ 
ship  in  the  musical  work  of  the  summer,  in  addition  to  the  numerous  marimba  con¬ 
certs  with  which  he  regaled  the  campers  and  loaders. 

JIM  BELL’S  work  in  the  Christian  Ideals  Department  of  the  camp  was  a  masterpiece. 
JOHNNY  RAACH  in  the  newly  created  Business  Department  rendered  unusually  fine  ser¬ 
vice  in  shaping  the  policy  of  this  department  for  future  camps.  STEVE  ZETTERBERG 
and  KEN  SCHAEFER  cfficiontly  organized  the  Craft  Department  of  the  camp,  and 
GEORGE  McGUIRE  gave  the  Younger  Boys  and  Pre-Seniors  an  exceptionally  fino  athletic 
program.  GIL  STAMSELL,  with  the  efficient  help  of  ED  CRITTENDEN  produced  a  top- 
!  notch  watercraft  program  -  the  sailing  set-up  being  especially  fino. 

•To  PAUL  McGINNIS  and  BOB  SHANK 

|  goes  the  sincero  thanks  of  all  campers  and  leaders  for  their  untiring  efforts  in 
behalf  of  the  Younger  Boy  and  Pre-Senior  campers.  In  addition  to  director’s 
responsibilities,  Paul  also  taught  the  Pre-Senior  class  in  Christian  Ideals  and 
served  as  head  of  the  Aquatic  Department.  Bob,  in  addition  to  being  director  of 
the  Pre-Senior  unit,  likewise  taught  a  class  in  Christian  Ideals,  and  headed  the 
Interests  Department  of  the  two  camps. 

The  Departmental  heads  had  able  assistance  in  their  work  from  the  other  leaders 
on  the  staff  -  Mark  Alspach,  Bake  Atwood,  George  Bramhall,  Joe  Edwards,  Dick 
|  Embree,  Bill  Fraser,  Jim  Forester,  Rog  Ganficld,  John  Giolc,  Roblec  McCarthy,  Phil 
Simon,  Tod  Stansell,  Jog  Vorlio  and  Bob  Wortman.  Everyone  of  those  leaders  served 
in  at  least  three  departments  of  specialized  activity  in  addition  to  participating 
in  tho  general  everyday  program  of  the  camp. 

PLANS  ARE  ALREADY  UNDER  WAY 

for  tho  1938  camps  -  which  give  promise  of  being  filled  to  capacity  long  before 
opening  camp  dates.  So  register  now  for  all  units  —  register  now,  REGISTER  NOW. 

^  5^  -S<  jfc 

Camp  Miniwanca  -  Shelby,  Michigan  Camp  Merrowvista  -  Center  Ossipee,N.H. 

Younger  Girls  and  Boys 
Pre-Senior  Boys  and  Girls 
Senior  Boys  and  Girls 
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Younger  Girls 
Senior  Boys  and  Girls 
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A  NUMBER  OF  INNOVATIONS 


were  introduced,  in  this  year's  Senior  camp  program.  A  series  of  meditations  for 
the  fifteen  minute  early  morning  quiet  period  was  prepared  by  a  group  of  Miniwanca 
campers  and  leaders,  and  each  morning  mimeographed  copies  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  campers. 

A-CAPELLA  CHOIRS 

were  developed  in  both  the  Girls’  and  Boys'  Camps  under  the  direction  of  Mary  Jack 
and  Dr.  0,  W.  Warmingham  (Kodaya).  Each  evening  the  choir  sang  several  selections 
preceding  the  opening  of  the  vesper  service,  and  in  the  Girls'  Camp  the  choir  sang 
each  night  following  Taps,  and  on  Sunday  morning  five  minutes  prior  to  the  ringing 
of  the  rising  bell. 


AT  CAMP  MINIWANCA 

the  summer  was  marked  by  a  series  of  dedications  of 
class  cabins  which  had  been  presented  to  the  camp  by 
friends  of  the  Founder  Fellowship.  These  cabins  are 
all  of  log  construction  and  each  cabin  has  a  fire¬ 
place.  The  cabins  are  built  on  the  top  of  the  ridge 
along  Pottawatomie  Trail.  This  is  the  beginning  of 
the  new  Educational  Center  which  was  started  last 
summer  with  the  dedication  of  the  key  building  - 
sino  Lodge,  Two  of  the  cabins  were  erected  by 

Louis,  and  the  third  - 
More  will  be 


Mr.  Woodson  K.  Woods  and  Mr.  Robert  A.  Black,  both  of  S 
the  Wisconsin  Cabin  -  was  erected 
said  in  a  later  issue  with  reference  to  these  class  cabin  projects. 


by  Wisconsin  campers  and  friends. 


TEE  QUESTIONNAIRE  WORK 

of  the  past  summer  at  Camp  Miniwanca  was  in  the  nature  of  an  experi¬ 
mental  questionnaire  which  was  prepared  by  Dean  David  M.  Trout  at 
the  request  of  the  Director’s  Staff  of  the  Foundation.  Stenographic 
notes  which  were  kept  of  various  meetings  of  the  Questionnaire  Staffs 
will  aid  greatly  in  making  a  thorough  study  of  the  summer's  experi¬ 
ment.  It  is  hoped  that  the  widespread  interest  and  active  participa¬ 
tion  of  the  large  group  of  loaders  who  shared  in  the  questionnaire 
work  of  the  past  summer  will  result  in  strengthening  this  important 
department  of  our  camp  program. 

CAMPERS  AT  BOTH  MINIWANCA  AND  MERRCWISTA 

aro  urged  to  give  serious  thought  to  the  prescriptions  and  suggestions  given  them 
by  the  Questionnaire  Department  of  the  camps.  These  suggestions  were  based  on  the 
questionnaire  and  the  personal  interview,  and  should  be  of  great  value  to  campers 
in  planning  their  growth  program  for  the  coming  year. 


The  Foundation  office  in  St.  Louis  will  render  every  possible  service  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  working  out  of  the  questionnaire  prescriptions. 
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Dear  Quannacut  Classers 

Here  we  are  home  again  and  ready  to  go  on  another  big  year.  But  - 

"Memories  That  Linger  - — • "  When  you  watch  the  .sunsets  these  late  summer 
evenings,  don’t  you  find  your  thoughts  turning  back  to  the  Hillsides  on 
Vesper  Dune?  I  do*  And  remember  the  fun  going  down  Baldy  on  the  to¬ 
boggans  (and  otherwise),  and  the  Old  Baldy  Singers?  And  the  morning  dip 
—  brrrr?.  And  remember  our  first  class  meeting  in  Council  Dell? 

I  think  often  of  "you  all"  (it’s  plural  in  this  case  by  150)  and  wonder 
what  you  are  doing  now.  There  were  so  many  plans.  At  least  one  member 
of  Quannacut  Class  is  going  to  start  teaching  school  this  fall.  Several 
have  grand  plans  to  take  up  with  their  4-H  and  young  people’s  groups. 

And  lots  more  are  entering  colleges  and  universities.  We  do  want  to 
keep  in  touch  with  each  other  and  know  what’s  going  on. 

For  that  very  purpose  the  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul  "Quannacut s"  with 
Zoo’s  assistance  are  forming  a  contact  committee.  Betty  Flad  is  the 
chairman.  Later  this  year  the  committee  wants  to  put  out  a  class  letter 
with  news  and  messages  from  as  many  campers  and  groups  of  campers  as 
possible.  So  do  write  -  to  Betty  Flad,  950  St.  Clair  St.,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

And  then  about  our  Quannacut  Memorial  Fund  which  we  gave  toward  a  new 
tennis  court.  At  present  it  totals  around  Eighty  Dollars.  About  twenty- 
five  Quannacuts  did  not  contribute  toward  the  fund  during  camp  and  may 
want  to  do  so  now.  Others  wanted  to  add  to  their  contributions  during 
the  coming  year.  Please  label  your  chocks  "Quannacut  Memorial  Fund"  and 
make  them  out  to  The  American  Youth  Foundation  at  3713  Washington  Blvd. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  Lot’s  try  to  make  that  fund  $100.00  soon  so  it  can  be 
announced  as  that,  when  our  class  news  letter  comes  out. 

Best  wishes  —  "’til  we  meet  again"  l 

JINNY  JACKSON,  President. 


THE  QUANNACUT  CLASS 

1937  Freshman  Girls  at  Miniwanca  got  off  to  a  flying  start  in  year-round  follow 
up,  by  sending  in  a  message  for  the  September  Founder  Fire.  Other  classes  are 
invited  to  use  the  columns  of  The  Founder  Fire.  Short,  crisp  messages  are  pre¬ 
ferred.  The  next  Founder  Fire  is  scheduled  for  release  the  first  week  of  Decern 
bor.  Copy  should  be  in  by  November  20th  at  the  latest. 


(Yes  ma’m  above  is  the  correct  spelling  for  the  Freshman  Class  name.  Notei ) 


ATHLETIC  RECORDS 
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MERROWVISTA  NOTES 
And  did  those  new  mattresses  make  a  hit.  Oh  boy  i 

Herb  Schulze  and  his  Woodcraft  classes  are  erecting  a  fine  log  Woodcraft  Cabin  in 
the  woods  near  the  Spring.  Logs  for  the  cabin  were  cut  on  the  camp  property. 

Herb  says  the  cabin  will  be  ready  for  use  next  summer. 

We  take  pleasure  in  introducing  to  you  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rex  Thornburgh.  Rex  and  his 
wife,  the  former  Esther  Wright,  are  Merrowvista  graduates,  and  both  served  as 
loaders  at  Merrowvista  in  the  Older  Boys*  and  Girls1  and  Younger  Girls1  Camps. 

The  "Babboons"  have  blossomed  into  a  year  round  organization  -  with  letterhead 
and  other  marks  of  a  permanent  organization.  The  two  honorable  Senior  Babboons, 

A1  and  Dave,  sure  did  deliver  fine  delegations  to  camp  -  seven  from  East  Orange 
and  five  from  Dover. 

Massachusetts  came  back  with  a  wallop  in  the  Boys’  Camp,  with  thirteen  campers 
enrolled  against  two  in  1936.  On  the  other  hand.  Hew  Hampshire  dropped  from  nine 
in  1936  o  two  this  summer. 

In  the  Girls1  Camp,  New  Jersey  came  through  with  flying  colors,  with  a  marvelous 
delegation  of  twenty-two  girls.  Massachusetts  dropped  back  five,  and  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  registered  a  gain  of  three. 

It  was  good  to  see  the  nation’s  Capitol  represented  in  the  Girls’  Camp  by  Dorothy 
Potter  and  Dorothea  Eicholz,  both  from  Miss  Bess  Miles’  church.  It  was  good  to 
,  see  Bess  in  Washington  on  the  writer’s  spring  trip.  What  do  you  say,  girls,  to  at 
least  doubling  up  the  Washington  delegation  for  1938?  Make  it  five  and  you  may 
then  compete  for  the  state  trophy.  Is  it  a  go? 

The  girls  cashed  in  on  the  coronation  idea  and  had  a  Coronation  Party  the'  first 
week  of -the  Girls*  Camp.  - 

New  records  were  established  in  the  Boys’  Camp  in  the  matter  of  elapsed  time  be¬ 
tween  the  blowing  of  the  bugle  and  appearance  on  the  field  for  set-ups.  Points 
were  awarded  to  the  tents  making  the  best  time  and  did  that  gang  move  —  or  did 
they  move  ?  ?  ?  ?  ? 

Ed,  the  caretaker,  has  done  a  fine  job  clearing  out  the  woods  between  the  tent 
area  and  the  lake.  It  looks  much  bettor  and  will  give  the  good  trees  a  chance  to 
grow. 

|  Camper-Leader  Baseball  Games  -  why  talk  about  it.  "Lot  the  dead  past  bury  its  dead’ 
i 

Herb  Schulze  is  to  be  commended  for  the  fine  pictorial  record  ho  obtains  each  sum- 
i  mer  of  the  Older  Girls*  and  Boys’  Camps.  Those  who  did  not  obtain  pictures  while 
j  in  carp  may  do  so  by  writing  direct  to  Herbert  Schulze,  East  Craft sbury,  Vermont. 

■ 

I 

It  was  good  to  soc  Miniwanca  camper  Bob  Huff  at  Older  Boys’  Camp.  Let’s  have  some 

more  Miniwanca  fellows  next  year,  -  at  Camp  Merrowvista. 

i 

i 

1  *  *  *  REGISTER  NOW  FOR  THE  1938  CAMPS  *  *  * 
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MINIWMCA  NOTES 


Miss  Mary  Ellen  Freeman  and  Robert  K.  Buck,  both  Miniwanca  campers,  were  married 
last  December.  They  are  living  at  2229  Donald  Street,  Ames,  Iowa. 


On  Saturday,  the  eighth  of  May,  at  River  Forest >  Illinois,  Dorothy  E.  Toren,  (Mini¬ 
wanca  Birches,  1933)  became  Mrs*  Daniel  Shepardson  Orcutt.  Address  -  84-38  One 
Hundred  Twentieth  Street,  Richmond  Hill,  Long  Island,  New  York. 


Mary  Alice  Stafford  is  very  proud  of  her  little  brother,  John  Ralph,  Jr.,  born 
June  4th.  Papa  Ralph  and  Mama  Ethel  are  both  Miniwanca'  graduates. 


Mr.  Clarence  McCall,  Jr.,  Miniwanca  camper,  was  married  on  Saturday  the  fifth  of 
June,  in  Holden,  Mass.,  to  Miss  Barbara  Warren. 


On  June  14th  Miss  Lucile  Waite,  (Miniwanca  Birches,  1933),  daughter  of  our  own 
"Dad"  Waite,  became  the  bride  of  Mr.  Richard  Wall.  The  young  couple  are  living 
in  Sweet  Springs,  Missouri. 


Many  interesting  items  of  news  were  mentioned  during 
the  summer.  We  ask  you  to  PLEASE  REPEAT,  direct  to 
the  Founder  office,  so  we  mav  have  this  for  the  regular 
Chat  Sheet  in  the  December  issue  of  the  Founder  Fire. 


NEWS -  FOR  THE  FOUNDER  FIRE  ---  NEWS 


We  are  often  asked  why  we  do  not  have  more  news  of  this  or  that  particular  phase  of 
camp  life  at  Merrowvista  and  Miniwanca,  or  why  this  incident  isn’t  reported,  etc., 
etc.  Tho  answer  to  this  is  that  not  enough  Founders  are  passing  on  to  us  the  news 
that  would  be  of  interest  to  Fellow  Fpunders. 


You  Merrowvista  campers  and  leaders,  won’t  you  bombard  the  Founder  office  in  St. 
Lctiis  with  a  11  of  the  fine,  happy  experiences  and  observations  growing  out  of  the 
1937  camps?  And  you  Miniwanca  campers,  do  the  same. 


If  you  know  of  any  camper  getting  married,  getting  a  now  job,  becoming  the  President 
or  Secretary  of  some  corporation,  writing  a  book,  making  the  football  team,  doing  a 
special  piece  of  service,  or  some  Founder  has  a  new  little  Founder  in  her  home,  won’ 
you  shoot  the  news  on  to  us  right  wa y?  Wo  will  print  the  news  if  you  will  supply 

it.  The  next  issue  of. the  Founder  Fire  is  in  the  forepart  of  December.  Send  news 
in  right  away  so  that  we  have  plenty  of  material  on  hand  when  wo  get  down,  to  the  job 
of  preparing  the  December  issue. 


The  Twin  City  Founders  staged  a  get-together  on  September  14th.  There  were  about 
forty  Founders  present,  and  they  had  a  jolly  time.  Officers  for  the  coming  year 
are  President,  Jim  Bell;  Secretary-treasuror,  Zoo  Barrons.  We  expect  great  things 
from  this  peppy  bunch  during  tho  coming  year. 


The  Dayton  Founders  also  had  a  reunion  in  September.  Some  thirty-five  fellows  and 
girls  enjoyed  a  picnic  supper,  followed  by  games  and  a  regular  camp  sing. 


The  St.  Louis  Founders  are  planning  their  annual  Fall  Outing  for  the  latter  part 
of  October. 


FIELD  WORK 
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KGDAYA  is  scheduled  for  Fall  trips  to  Ohio,  Michigan,  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota. 

A  number  of  open  dates  are  available  in  October,  November  and  the  forepart  of 
December.  Horace  Troop,  Westerville,  Ohio,  is  scheduling  Kodaya  for  a  few  days 
in  Ohio,  and  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  campers  or  leaders  who  may  desire  Kodaya’ s 
services  sometime  the  middle  of  October.*  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota  campers  write 
direct  to  the  Founder  office. 

DAD  is  scheduled  for  a  tour  of  High  Schools  in  Northern  Illinois  beginning  the 
forepart  of  October.  Similar  tours  arc  being  planned  for  Northern  Ohio  and 
Kentucky.  Information  concerning  participation  in  these  tour  plans  may  be  had  by 
writing  direct  to  the  Founder  office.  Campers  or  leaders  interested  in  planning 
a  tour  in  their  county  or  section  of  the  state  may  obtain  full  information  by 
writing  to  the  Founder  office,  3713  Washington  Blvd. ,  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

HORACE  -  (Marie  E,  Shaver)  -  will  be  available  for  a  limited  number  of  Fall  field 
engagements.  Write  to  the  Founder  office. 

WADJEPI  is  already  scheduled  for  a  number  of  engagements,  but  owing  to  the  heavy 
load  of  executive  details  in  the  Founder  office,  the  Director's  field  program 
until  after  the  first  of  the  year  must  of  necessity  bo  limited. 

****** 

THE  1938  CAMPS 

Applicants  for  the  1937  camps  whose  registrations  were  refused  because  the  camp 
limit  had  been  reached  when  their  cards  came  in,  know  that  it  is  sound  advice  to 
REGISTER  EARLY.  There  is  every  indication  that  1933  will  be  an  overflow  year* 

The  Miniwanca  camp  will  definitely  be  put  on  a  quota  basis.  This  will  apply  to 
the  Younger  Girls’  and  Boys’  and  the  two  Senior  Camps*  If  you  are  reasonably  cer¬ 
tain  of  returning  to  camp  next  summer,  take  a  friendly  tip  from  the  Director  and 
REGISTER  EARLY. 


LEADERS  ---  REGISTER  EARLY 

Why  not  plan  your  1938  vacation  now?  1938  is  the  Twenty-fifth  Anniversary  Year. 
There  will  bo  a  big  reunion  of  old  campers  and  loaders  at  Merrowvista  and  Mini¬ 
wanca.  This  is  a  direct  invitation  to  all  camp  graduates  and  loaders  of  former 
years.  Write  the  Founder  office  for  information  concerning  a  place  on  the  leader¬ 
ship  staff  of  the  1938  camps. 

*  *  *  *  ****************  *********  *  ************ 

As  this  issue  is  released,  we  are  saddened  by  word  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Earl  Brown, 
(formerly  Ruth  Nelson.)  Ruth  was  a  leader  in  our  Older  Girls’  Camp  in  1929  and  '30. 
After  her  marriage  to  Earl,  who  has  been  our  camp  chef  for  a  number  of  years  until 
this  summer,  she  returned  with  him  to  Miniwanca  and  was  postmistress  and  then  store¬ 
keeper  in  1934,  '35  and  ’36.  Earl  was  awarded  a  Fellowship  to  Germany  and  spent 
this  past  year  in  Europe.  Because  of  Ruth’s  illness  he  hurried  ho.mc  arriving  on 
July  16th.  Ruth  passed  away  on  September  16th.  Our  sincere  sympathy  goes  out  to 
Earl,  and  to  Ruth’s  parents,  in  their  bereavement. 


I 
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American  Youth  Foundation 
3713  Washington  Boulevard 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 


THE  ROSTER 
•  » 

of  this  past  summer  is  enclosed  to  current 
campers.  You  are  urged  to  take  good  care  of 
the  camp  roster  so  that  you  may  have  the 
addresses  for  future  reference.  Duplicate 
copies  are  not  obtainable. 


